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SLPS Spotlight News is a publication from the St. Louis Public School District’s Public Information Office. Each issue offers story ideas and provides media with information about what is going on in the district.  To submit upcoming activities and events; student and/or staff awards and recognitions; or individual school stories please email Julie Linder at Julie.Linder@slps.org. 
*******************************************************************************

Headline News

· St. Louis Beacon - Robotics competition brings a Final Four feel ...
· SLPS students win awards at art fair
· Students score through health and literacy enrichment program
· Free eye exams for some local students | ksdk.com | St. Louis, MO
· Community Focus: Gateway advances to world robotics competition
· Shmoop Offers Free AP Exam Prep in 20 Urban School Districts - Tonic
· Norm's Notes: Barbara Miner's article on Teach for America from ...
· Eat. Learn. Live.  Chartwells-Thompson at St. Louis Public Schools Monthly Newsletter
· Washington University students teach sustainability to elementary students
· http://www.columbiamissourian.com/stories/2010/03/22/missouris-washington-university-students-teaching-sustainability/
SLPS News

	
	


· MAP Testing 90-10
· 2010 KC Robotics Regional (updated to reflect STL regional results)
· Ready, Set, FAFSA
· SLU at Wilkinson
· Workplace Giving-United Way
· Kennard Equations
In support of one of our own…

Dr. Hamid Azimiaraghi, Director of Athletics and Activities, Soldan International Studies High School, is battling leukemia, and is in need of a bone marrow transplant. Soldan International Studies High School is coordinating efforts in support of the search. For more information please contact Dr. Alice Manus, Soldan International Studies High School, at (314) 367-9222, or to register directly for a donation please visit www.paci.org 

Vashon Student Named “Do the Right Thing” Award Recipient

This past March, Lamondra` Beckley, freshman at Vashon High School, was a “Do The Right Thing” winner!  His English/AVID teacher, Ms. Anna Moffatt Gardner-Andrews, nominated him for leadership skills he displayed in and outside the classroom.  Lamondra` was honored last Thursday, March 25th on the SIUE campus in a televised ceremony.  He received a savings bond and certificate for his accomplishment. Make sure to check out the KMOV website to watch his video once it is uploaded for March 2010!  Congratulations Lamondra`!

Do The Right Thing of Greater St. Louis, Inc. is a program that recognizes and encourages the positive behaviors of area children. KMOV Channel 4 in partnership with the St. Louis Metropolitan Police Department, St. Louis County Police Department, Suburban Journals and Cooperating School Districts is proud to recognize area children who "do the right thing" in monthly awards ceremonies held at Police Department Headquarters. These 10 "Do The Right Thing" Award winners are selected from the hundreds of children who are nominated each month by area parents, teachers, neighbors and friends. These children are recognized as role models for the youth of the St. Louis region. (excerpted from website- http://www.kmov.com/community/Do-The-Right-Thing-68787977.html)

SLPS Teacher Selected to Participate in Robert Noyce Master Teacher Scholarship Program
Chris Cronin, a teacher at Roosevelt High School, has been selected as one of seven teachers in the St. Louis area to participate in Washington University’s Robert Noyce Master Teacher Scholarship Program, funded by the National Science Foundation. Cronin was noted by Washington University for making valuable contributions to their teacher professional development partnerships. 

McKinley Student Named Finalist in Express the Music Writing Competition

Congratulations to ISABELLE BASSETTE, a 7th grade student at McKinley Classical Leadership Academy, who has been named a finalist in the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra’s EXPRESS THE MUSIC contest.  Students were invited to listen to Die Meistersinger by Richard Wagner, and then write an original, imaginative essay, short story, or poem expressing the feelings, images and ideas suggested by the music.  Out of 1,908 entries from students across the St. Louis Metropolitan area in 64 schools including public, private, parochial and those that are homeschooled, Ms. Bassette’s poem, MY MISSING SMILE, was chosen for excellence.  Finalists will be honored and the winner announced at a special EXPRESS THE MUSIC AWARDS CEREMONY at Powell Symphony Hall on Thursday, April 22, at 7:30 PM.

Beaumont’s College and Career Day a Success!

Beaumont’s Annual College and Career Day took place in early March with 35 college recruiters and business partners participating. Business professionals shared information about educational requirements for careers in library science, museum administration, law, law enforcement, army, marines, civil engineering, carpentry, fire fighting, cosmetology, optometry and respiratory therapy. Numerous students attended and appreciated the opportunity to learn how to prepare for life beyond high school. 

Central VPA Freshman to Perform for the Muny’s 2010 Production of Footloose
Congratulations go to Alexxus Santano, a freshman in the advanced dance program at Central VPA! Santano was cast as a member of the youth chorus in the Muny’s 2010 production of Footloose which premiers August 2-8. She also auditioned and was selected as a member of The Muny Teens 2010 performing troupes, which hosts approximately 75 performances annually.  

As a Muny Teen, she will serve as a good will ambassador to the people of St. Louis and the surrounding region. The Muny program serves as a performance and training ground for talented youngsters, the program spotlights teenagers (age 14 to 18) with exceptional voice and dance talent, stage presence and a discipline that make them standouts among their peers.  

SLPS Social Worker Earns Distinguished Alumni Award from Harris-Stowe State University

Ms. Cheryl Ray, a school social worker and internship coordinator for SLPS, has earned a distinguished alumni award from Harris-Stowe State University. She will be recognized during the 153rd Commencement Ceremony on Tuesday, May 11th, at 7:00pm, in Powell Symphony Hall. A distinguished alumni award is given each year to selected alumni who have made outstanding achievements in their fields. 

SLPS Employee Recognized by Arts for Life

Ms. Kelli Halliburton has earned a nomination by Arts for Life as the Best Non-Singing Actress for the Musical Gypsy by Family Musical Theater. Over 650 participants were eligible for nominations this year, and Ms. Halliburton’s performance stood out as one of the best! 

What A JROTC Ball!

By, Walter Wright

March 12th, JROTC cadets walked a reception line in uniforms and floor-length dresses and shook hands with the principal and guests before entering the ball that featured a sit down dinner, dancing and camaraderie. 

 “It was just like a prom,” said first year JROTC Cadet Erica Goolsby.

The ball ceremonies featured a Color Guard presenting the national and state flags; Prisoner of War/Missing in Action (POW/MIA) Ceremony and toasting ceremony. In addition, JROTC instructors recognized eleven seniors scheduled to graduate high school in May 2010. 

JROTC cadets at Beaumont High School spend ten hours of class time, homework, service learning field experience and a test learning etiquette to prepare for the ball. This includes instruction on appropriate dress, forms of address and place settings. This formal event reinforces lessons taught to cadets in etiquette and behavior at social events as members of the JROTC.

The guests included Mr. Michael Brown, principal; Captain Rena Alailima, US Army Recruiting Company Commander: Sergeant First Class Terrill Davis, US Army Recruiter, Sarah Kunza and Lisa Robinson, Peace and Harmony non-profit organization, Ms Krista Germann, Social Studies Department Chairperson, and Ms Carmella Davis, Science department.   More than 100 JROTC cadets, JROTC alumni, and parents, attended.

Cleveland Selected for Craft Alliance Mural Arts Program

Since 1995 Craft Alliance has collaborated with area schools in mural residencies. Teaching artists work with students over several months culminating in a public work that can be found within the halls of their school. Students demonstrate their confidence and ability to inform and fulfill a cohesive visual statement while applying sophisticated studio art processes. Through the creative process, students experience writing, art and mathematics while developing problem-solving and cooperation skills. 

Throughout the residencies, students find ways to employ creative and classical educational strategies that connect their work to a larger context outside of their scholastic environment. Their work becomes part of a larger conversation that speaks about the stewardship of a school, its ability to anchor a neighborhood, and enrich the lives of those around it.


According to Mr. Jeremy Winingham, Art Teacher at Cleveland NJROTC, “this all started with Craft Alliance selecting Cleveland as one of the high schools to participate in their Outreach Fieldtrips.  While on these fieldtrips, Craft Alliance administrators (Robert Longyear & Susan Donahue) have commented on how “impressed” they were with Cleveland cadets.  Mr. Longyear, then called me on my cell asking if we would be interested in participating in their mural program.  Cleveland is already known for excellent academic scores, but we, like Mr. Longyear, saw this as a great way for our cadets to distinguish Cleveland in a more creative way!”

Exciting Announcements from McKinley!

By, Jeanne Weber

· Isaac Parker, 7th Grade, was McKinley CLA's School-Wide Spelling Bee Champion.  He went on to the Greater St. Louis Regional Semi-Finals Written Spelling Bee Competition at Maryville University on March 6th.  He spelled 92% of the words correctly and represented McKinley very well.  We congratulate Isaac for a job well done!!

· The Girls Basketball Team advanced to the championship games for the St. Louis Middle School League.  The Lady Gold Bugs were victorious and took home the first place trophy.

· The young Boys Basketball team played hard and brought home a second place trophy.  Way to go, players and coaches!

· MCLA hosted the Middle and High School Choir Adjudication on Wednesday, March 10th. 

McKinley CLA Inducts 7th & 8th Grade Students in National Junior Honor Society

On Monday, March 29th, students at McKinley Classical Leadership Academy were inducted into the National Junior Honor Society at McKinley Classical Leadership Academy. The five characteristics required to become a member of the NJHS are: Scholarship, service, leadership, character, and citizenship.  Students nominated must demonstrate strength in each of these areas, along with three recommendations. Please congratulate the following inductees. 

Seventh grade:  Mallori Albright, Emil Beckford, Rita Chang, Sanjay Cherupella, Victoria Coleman, Brennan Dizdar, Devlin Downs, Maya Dunlap, Ka'Rita Eddings, Martin Johnson, Shannon Klaus, Claire Rosentreter, Scout Sale, Lucy Vigil, and Lili Worsena.

Eighth grade inductees are:  Sofia Estrada, Chelsea Garvin, Sally Huang, Jalyn Johnson, Morgan Mason,

Sarah Rathje, and Darla Smith.  
Nottingham CAJT High School Partners with Bon Appétit Dining Services and Washington University 

By, Brian O’Connor

The past school year has been extremely rewarding for Nottingham CAJT High School student and Bon Appétit volunteer, Dominic Sinclair. Sinclair stated, “I love working in the cafeteria (with Bon Appétit at Washington University) and have learned a lot.” Students who enroll in Nottingham CAJT High School’s Community Work Experience course learn to work in a real world employment setting by working and partnering with full time employees. 

Dominic is excited to graduate high school this year. He is hopeful the experience he has gained working with Bon Appétit at Washington University will give him the edge he needs to gain employment during these hard economic times. 

The students enrolled in Nottingham CAJT’s Community Work Experience Program at Washington University complete various jobs throughout the University’s campus. They work with Bon Appétit completing various tasks in the food service industry and also work with Aramark’s custodial housekeeping department on Washington University’s Danforth Campus.

“We want to ensure all of are students have internalized the skills they need in order to be successful in life and work upon graduation,” said Brian O’Connor, Nottingham CAJT High School’s Principal. “Washington University and Bon Appétit have worked diligently with our school to provide our students a very well rounded experience on the job site. They truly care about our students and their success upon graduation.”

Nottingham CAJT High School currently has 45 students enrolled in their Community Work Experience Classrooms located at five (5) separate job sites throughout St. Louis City. Last year, Nottingham CAJT posted a 93.3% placement rate for students entering the workforce upon graduation. 

This is the fourteenth school year that CAJT’s Community Work Experience program has trained students with developmental disabilities in a real-world employment setting.

Third grade and fourth grade Kennard Equations teams attended the Gifted Resource Council’s Equations Tournament on Friday March 12.  

By, Nick Clement

At the Gifted Resource Council’s Equations Tournament held on March 12th, over 50 teams from public and private schools competed for honors.  Three teams in the combined 4th and 5th grade division were recognized at the competition as top scoring teams.  Kennard had a fourth grade team in the top three.   The fourth grade team members of the Pi Commanders were Kate Cooper, Joe Mathis, Galen Selligman, Riley Cannon and Angela Tsao.   

Four students in the 4th /5th grade division at the competition were also recognized for their individual achievement.  Two of the four were from Kennard, Joe Mathis and Angela Tsao.

Other fourth grade students who participated were: George Leinert, Madeline Jackson, Akshay Srinivasan, Malik Hutchinson, Jacob Boehlje, Damarius Davis, Sunjay King, Luke Trask, Kayla Boyd, Jalilah Scott, Rayvin Webber, Alex Laws, Emani Jennings, Sawyer Cleeland, Gina Civettini, Grace Martinez and Matthew Hageman.
In the Third Grade Division, three teams were recognized as top scoring teams. Kennard had two of the top three teams recognized.  Team members from The Forbidden Flubbers were Aditya Prabhu, Kyle Xu, Sophia DeCampi, Rylea Smith and Ben Sathi. The  team members from The 1’s to Beat were Aparajita Chunduri, Brian Beffa, Steven Miller, Brendan Dick and Christopher Corriveau. 

Four third graders were recognized for their individual achievement and three of them were Kennard students-Ruben Wagner, Sophia DeCampi and Aditya Prabhu.

Other third grade students participating were, Juhi Modh, Jordyn Mclean and Aidan Spies.
Equations is an algebra game played with number and operations cubes.  It is included as one of the enrichment activities for students in Mr. Clement’s math classes.  “Equations is a terrific teaching tool,” said Mr. Clement.  “It addresses both academic and affective needs of high performing math students.  It combines math and algebra knowledge, problem solving, strategy, positive social interaction, and debate.”   

The Equations tournaments have become one of the few available venues for elementary school math competitions.  The Gifted Resource Council expects to set a new record for attendance at this year’s Equations Tournaments.  

Former Metro Student Recognized by VICC

Roey Rosenblith, a 2000 graduate from Metro Academic and Classical High School, was recently recognized by VICC for surviving a flight that was nearly brought down by an alleged terrorist on Christmas Day. Rosenblith was returning from Kampala, Uganda, where he runs a successful startup solar energy business.  Rosenblith notes that Metro served him well in providing him a great education and loved the one on one attention. He recalls Ms. Beasley’s English class, which improve his writing, and Ms. Lathrop’s Chemistry class, which challenged his academic abilities repeatedly. 

Great news from Cleveland! 

· Cleveland's boys track did very well in the Metro Invitational. Results were as follows:

· 1st Place

400 meters - Dominic Ball

High Jump - Jabari Clark

300 Intermediate Hurdles - Jabari Clark

· 2nd Place

110 High Hurdles - Dominic Ball

4x400 meter relay - Ball, Clark, Maurice Ivory and Towaun Canamore

· 3rd Place

long Jump - Mitchell Harris

300 Intermedia Hurdles - Maurice Ivory

400 meters - Towaun Canamore

· Amy Reeves Takes First Place!

Amy Reeves, Senior at Cleveland NJROTC has taken first place in the Mixed Media portion of the Zoo Art Contest.  We are all very proud of Amy and congratulate her for her win! 

SLPS Employee Spreads Joy through Music

Ed Grezinger’s latest music is now available for download on I-Tunes (Worldwide), Napster, Rhapsody, LimeWire, IMVU, eMusic, Amie Street, Nokia, & Amazon among others.

Upcoming Events
Upcoming Parent Assembly

Wednesday, April 7, 2010, 6:30pm, Metro High School, 4015 McPherson
Scheduled presenters: Dr. Kelvin Adams and Ms. Leanne White

Wilkinson Fundraiser

Trivia Night, Saturday, April 10, 7pm,  at Saints Peter and Paul Parish Hall, 816 Allen in Soulard, to benefit the Wilkinson Early Childhood Center.   Contact Ami Boehlje at 752-4145 or boehlje@sbcglobal.net to reserve your table of 8:  $120 in advance, $160 at the door.  Refreshments provided.  Prizes will be awarded for 1st, 2nd, 3rd and last place. There will also be a silent auction and raffle, and other fun between-round activities.  Please gather your friends and join in the fun to support a terrific school!
Focus On Your Future! Spring College & Career Fair

Washington Tabernacle MB Church is hosting a Free College and Career Fair on Saturday, April 10 from 12:00 – 3:00 p.m. Come explore strategies to help you prepare for the journey to college!

· Meet University and Job Training Recruiters

· Attend Student/Parent Finance Workshop

· Receive Career Training Information

· Learn how to pay for college and training

· Obtain professional instruction on FAFSA

In addition, a special financial aid presentation, “Planning and Preparing for College,” will be held at 1:00 p.m.  This event is sponsored by the Missouri Department of Higher Education.

Washington Tabernacle MB Church is located at 3200 Washington Blvd. For more information about the College and Career Fair, please contact Timica Emerson at 314-533-8763.

St. Louis Public Schools 2nd Annual Parent, Staff and Community Scrapbooking Extravaganza

Date/Time: Saturday, April 17, 2010, from 8:00-1:30 P.M.  

Location: 801 North 11th Street, Room 306

 To Register Please call 314-345-4629 or 314-345-HOBY

Sponsored by: Safe and Drug Free Schools and 21st Century After School Programs 

Cleveland’s Annual Pass & Review Ceremony

Cleveland will have its annual Pass-In-Review Ceremony on Tuesday, April 27, 2010, at approximately 12:40PM, on the Field of Gateway Middle School, 1200 N. Jefferson. 
Gateway Idol Round 5

There are 15 contestants remaining! Gateway Elementary and Middle Schools are once again competing in the coveted Gateway Idol Competition. The next round will be held April 29th!

Law Day 2010

The Saint Louis University Law School Student Bar Association and Optimist International are co-sponsoring a Law Day 2010 event for local middle and high school students on Thursday, April 29, 2010 from 6:00pm to 8:00pm in SLU's William H. Kniep Courtroom. Local middle and high school students are invited to learn about and appreciate the emerging challenges and enduring traditions of law in the 21st century, watch a mock trial and hear from real attorneys, judges, and law students. This event is free, and dinner and prizes will be provided.  For more information, please contact Christopher Wintrode: cwintrod@slu.edu or 314-827-5095

Ready Readers to Host St. Louis Reads Day at Stix Elementary 

May 14th is "St. Louis Reads" Day! On May 14, Ready Readers will discuss with preschool children the importance of reading and distribute a copy of Curious George Visits the Library to every child attending the 43 Early Childhood Education Programs in the St. Louis Public Schools.

At 9:30 am, "St. Louis Reads" day will begin with Curious George, the Man with the Yellow Hat and volunteers arriving at the first preschool, Stix Early Childhood Center, 647 Tower Grove Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63110.  They will be driving a truck filled with 1500 copies of Curious George Visits the Library to be read by a Ready Reader. Inside each copy distributed to students will be a bookmark inside each book describing the St. Louis Public Library summer reading programs. 
“Curious George” and “the Man with the Yellow Hat” will visit each classroom and distribute a book to each child.  After the opening event, volunteers will distribute the remaining books to the children in the other 42 preschools.
Resources and Opportunities for Students and/or Staff

SLPS Has a College Scholarship Website!!!

SLPS and College Summit have worked hard to bring SLPS students scholarship information. 
http://www.slps.org/19621051994641723/site/default.asp
BESt Pharmacy Summer Institute I, II & III 

The purpose of the BESt Pharmacy Summer Institutes I, II, and III is to expose and prepare local multicultural students for a future career in pharmacy. All three BESt programs are 6-weeks in duration and combine academic instruction in mathematics, science, language arts, and ACT/SAT preparation with pharmacy lectures and site visits. In addition, BESt III provides participants the opportunity to gain college credit in both mathematics and English. The ultimate goal of BESt is to spark students’ interest in the profession of pharmacy and facilitate their successful enrollment and graduation from a regional pharmacy college or university. The institutes will be held June 14 - July 23, 2010. To find out more information, or to see if a student qualifies, please visit  http://www.bestpharmacyinstitute.org
Deadline: April 15, 2010
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